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Bringing

His Love

of the Game
to Children
in Need

Yhen Andreas Papakestas, C93,
heard about a village in Africa

where the children enjoy soccer
so much they play on rocky
ground without proper clothes
or shoes, he didn't think twice
about what he needed to do.

The next day, he started a
collection drive to send as
many shoes and other soccer-
related apparel to the children
of Masvingo, Zimbabwe.
Papakostas, who was cnce a
professional soccer player in
Greece and now runs Korwitts
Chiropractic Center in Downers
Grove, was inspired by cne of
his patients, who last year was
busy collecting books to bring
back to the children of his

home village.
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“We collected many books and the stores we heard of the excitement of the (sachers
and parents from the village was nspiring.” Papakosias sad. “Then, when my patent
was descnbing how the koS enpy plaring Soccer even though they do not hawe shoes
or proper Ciothes and equipment, | sad | woulkd helo g2t the word Ouf 10 oolkect 35
many Soctertesated items as possibie 10 shep back 10 the vilage.”

Papahostas announced the donation drive through the Ohmpic Soccer Academy in
Plainfeld, a traning school he stated and operates for yourg plavers, to help soread
the word and DCrease Conations. He is collectng old or new soccer shoes, shin guasds,
SOCkS, Shorts, jerseys, shirts, goaie goves and balls untd the end of July, when they
wil be shipped 1o the needy chidren.

“To know that a wilags of kids will be able to wear Shoes, S0cks, have team uniforms
and new soccer balls, sends a mental pcture 1o me of ther happiness and gratitude,
Papakostas sakd, “Every year, we will be pcking a different mission to help children
DCally, nationaly and intematonally.”

He said his epenence 3s a goale for Benadictine’s Men’s SOCCET tearm, whens
ne lgarmed o work as part of a team and ook out for others, renforeed s
gecsion to help. “Charmty s not work Dul amos? a duty for evenyone to implement
in their bves.” Papakostas 2360, °| always get my kuds involved o that they
unCerstand he power of Enving and working 70 make an impact in the ves of
others through donations.”

Every year, Papakosias visits Benedicting at alurnl Socces reursons 1o see old
fnends. and support the team. Both his riece and nephew are current students
imodved In athielics, and e S10ps by 1o walch ther games

“When you had a great expenence for four years of your Iife,

15 Ooing and what others are 0oing,” he sad

AS & student, Papakosias apprecizted the different
backgrouncs and cuflures 10 which he was
exposad, and aways remembDers (hat no matler
the differences, stugents treated each other
wWilh recoesct

“This is one of the reasons my Soccor

academy was named Olympss Socoer
AcEderty,” Papakosias sadd. “The word
Ohmpic” 10 me represents the cultures and
athrecities of people from all over the workd
coming iogether a5 one.” &




